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Unity = Success





Heading into the election, the 
mood of the electorate was 

bleak—usually a sign that the 
President’s party is in serious 

trouble in the midterms.



The Perils of 
Being in 
Charge



According to a recent CBS/YouGov poll, 60% of Americans feel the Biden 
administration isn’t doing enough about inflation.



• The Red Wave didn’t materialize.
• Joe Biden has had the best midterm 

performance of his party in 20 years.
• A reminder that candidate quality 

matters.
• Young voters energized—without voters 

under 40, Republicans would have had a 
much better night.

What we 
know (so 
far) of the 
midterms



The State of House and Senate Races

Senate:

House:



• Near term (What will happen in the lame 
duck?)

• Longer term (How will this influence the 
next farm bill and the second half of 
Biden’s term?)

What are 
the 

implications 
for 

agriculture?



Usually, lame duck sessions 
are, by definition, lame. But 
with the results of the 
election, will there be horse 
trading in the Senate to move 
some priorities on each 
side? And if so, is there a 
path forward for an ag labor 
bill.



The Agriculture Workforce Coalition Continues to Lead Ag’s 
Efforts on Labor Reform 

• The AWC continues to push for a solution that deals with both the current labor 
force and that recognizes the need for a workforce of the future.

• The Farm Workforce Modernization Act, which passed the House on a bipartisan 
vote earlier this year, provides the best chance in almost a decade to start 
addressing the problem. The AWC is working with key senators on developing 
their version of the bill.

• At the same time, FWMA is targeted towards the labor needs of producers; 
NCFC believes a broader conversation is needed to resolve labor issues further 
down the supply chain.



On the horizon…The 2023 Farm Bill—
Revolution versus Evolution



Farm Bill 
Titles

Title I: Commodities
Title II: Conservation

Title III: Trade
Title IV: Nutrition

Title V: Credit
Title VI: Rural Development

Title VII: Research, Extension & Related 
Matters

Title VIII: Forestry
Title IX: Energy

Title X: Horticulture
Title XI: Crop Insurance
Title XII: Miscellaneous



The “Four 
Corners”



Where Farm Bill Money is Spent
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Cost

Nutrition

Urban vs. 
Rural

Climate/Regen 
Ag

Four key areas 
will shape the 
debate on the 
next farm bill.



2023?



Expect three areas to drive discussion when the ag 
committees begin debate on the shape of the next 
Title II:

• Incentives: Cost share and technical assistance
• Denial of payments/subsidies: Conservation 

compliance, Sodbuster, Swampbuster, climate (?)
• Mandates: USDA versus EPA

FACA will have a critical role to play in 
representing agriculture.
Will this be a climate-friendly farm bill?

Title II: 
Conservation



NCFC, our members and the 
entire ag community will need 
to be nimble throughout this 
process. Every farm bill takes 
its own path to passage and 

as recent ones show, the past 
is not prologue in the current 

political environment.



International 
Food Crisis



• Russia’s invasion of Ukraine has created an 
unprecedented food and energy crisis, especially 
in the developing world.

• NCFC was asked by a member to take a lead role 
in coordinating agriculture’s response to the 
crisis.

• Focus through the CEO Council on ways in which 
USDA and the Administration can help encourage 
production to meet the gap….and ensure access 
to critical input supplies.

• Still much work to be done, but this crisis has 
reinforced for policy makers that food security is 
national security.

Responding to 
the Crisis of 
the Russia-
Ukraine War



• One issue that may come to the fore over the next 
few years—what various government guidelines 
and programs define as “nutritious.”

• Focus of Biden Administration—in September, 
held the first White House Conference on 
Nutrition and Hunger in 50 years.

• Proposed revisions to WIC food packages.
• Upcoming process to revise nutrition guidelines.

One Upcoming 
Issue: Changing 
Nutrition 
Guidance
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Thank you!
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