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What is Urban Air Initiative?
•

Urban Air Initiative (UAI) is a 501c4 organization that was established to serve as an educational resource on urban
air pollution and health problems caused by poor quality gasoline.

In short, we want to put the brakes on harmful emissions from poor quality gasoline!
•

UAI is asking the EPA to follow what Congress ordered them to do more than 23 years ago – reduce toxic aromatics
in gasoline. To our dismay, the oil refiners continue to dump toxic aromatics into our gasoline. EPA refuses to
enforce the law. Did you know that 25% of our gasoline contains toxic aromatics?

•

Whose most at risk for exposure to these air toxics? People
who live in urban areas. Little people, as seen below, are the
same height as a vehicle tailpipe. If it’s in the air, it’s in your
lungs.

•

Since toddlers/children’s lungs are still developing, when
they’re exposed to increased levels of air toxics, they have
increased risks for developing asthma, respiratory disease &
other neurological problems.

•

We know the problem, but we also have a solution: Convey
the value of ethanol as an octane replacement we can
achieve cleaner air, healthier people & prosperous
economies.

Toddlers paying the price of harmful exposure to
their lungs from bad gasoline – we can do better
than this!
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Particulate Emissions from Mobile Sources are of Concern
(Society of Automotive Engineers [SAE] research paper numbers & study sponsors referenced below)

•

Particulate matter (PM) emissions contribute to smog formation and adverse health effects such as
respiratory diseases and lung cancer. It has been shown that most severe toxicological effects are
caused by small particles. In addition, high surface area per mass may contain high levels of toxic
compounds like PAH’s. (General Motors Powertrain, SAE 2008-01-1746)

•

Over the past 10 years, there has been increasing evidence that particulates generated by
combustion of fossil fuels are damaging to human health. Nano-scale particles penetrate cell
membranes and defenses, damage DNA, and increase cancer risk. (National Renewable Energy
Laboratory, U.S. Dept. of Energy, SAE 2010-01-2125)

•

Several health studies have related PM to both environmental pollution and human health risk such
as respiratory diseases, heart-attacks, and cancer. The health effects are found to correlate more
with the PM size, and less with mass. (Massachusetts Institute of Technology, SAE 2011-01-1305)

•

Nanoparticles may pass through the lungs and be retained in the human body. Smaller particulates
with higher surface area. Toxic chemicals are components that may impose more harm to humans.
(National Safety & Environment Laboratory, Japan SAE 2008-01-2437)
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The old saying of “a picture is worth a thousand words”
is spot-on, judging from the mainstream media coverage of this issue.
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QUESTIONS?
Title Here

www.urbanairinitiative.com
Email: info@urbanairinitiative.com
Phone: 316-927-4230
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Health reports available upon request

